
 Carrageen  

Who are we? 

We are an informal group of amateur musicians and actors of all ages living in 

Uist, affiliated to the Berneray Drama Group, who enjoy getting together to 

perform music, song  and  drama within local ceilidh and community settings. 

 

Why ‘Gille an Fheadain Duibh’? 

We were looking for a local tale to rehearse and perform over the winter 

months. Magically, the family of one of our musicians offered us this oral tale, 

told by a grandfather, Padruig Morrison, and originally recorded by the School 

of Scottish Studies. The group have adapted the tale in the form of a dramatic, 

bilingual story retelling event, surrounded by a team of very able, young 

musicians, together with some who are not so young! It seems very appropriate 

that the ‘gille’ should now be played by his grandson and namesake!  

‘I think the bards keep the language going, and the day they go, goes our language, goes our heritage, goes our identity’ 

Calum Ruadh, Skye. 

Why bilingual? 

This is an experimental feature of the performance, intended to offer a bridge 

into learning Gaelic to the whole audience. The Gaelic Language is so central to 

the society, culture, identity, heritage, beliefs and history of the islands, that  

all we, who live here, need to treasure its importance.  Performers include those 

for whom the language has been natural since birth, highly accomplished 

learners, as well as those at earlier stages of learning the language. Using brief 

sub-titles is possibly intrusive, but has been designed as a wooing process, to 

include, rather than exclude those who are monolingual within our communities. 

Mòran Taing. 

To the CNES, for the Arts Revenue grant we have received to support the venture, and the 

Lews Castle College, Benbecula, music students for their impressive, fund-raising ceilidh, at 

which the schools raised £100 with their raffle. 

To the Lochmaddy and Carinish Primary Schools, staff and pupils, together with the North Uist 

Feis Choir and leaders, for their wonderful enthusiasm and participation. 


